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THIS RC4>0£ae tJTTime APS-eCriKaTiMS RATIOE!'ALDE^'Z{}Se 

O? THK Jiiirt K) fA1)£3 Z/lTRt I THE aeARI7:;}(| o? TH!! OSPIOHAaB AC? SG 
3* AilO 32., fiG AaSHDED. ITS tBAHSaiSSIOia 03 THE HEWaUT^O^i! 
Ojr m COriTi^Ilit) H/I AH7 S3AHMES TO AH UNAQTHORIZfiD S^^OSKUD VRCk 
iSlsnSB &f LA.TI, fc:&F1iC'&HCnoa O? TR]^ FOSS EC PTiOHiBITEO,. 


THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORNATION 




Tha following is an analysis of the deTelopiaent of pnblic opinion 
on the present Csech government and the Council of Free Csecshoslovakia 
and of the resistance moveisent in Chechoslovakia particxilarly in 
northwest Bohemia? 

The amount of personal data in the possession of the Coirammists Is a very 
disturbing factor to the people ^ Kost groups are known as soon an they are 
fomted and their movements, provided they are harmless, are carefully followed c 
Go^nprahansive ^live ca^d inde3i®s” are maintained up-to-date at the Security 
Beoartments of the Regional National Gomraittees and probably at the party 
secretariats as well. Amateur party informers help to keep these cards cur- 
reit, and they record conversations, associations, new friendships^, and other 
information.. . In addition there is a secret network of informers whoa© 
mjijes are kept in top-secret files at the Regional Nat ioml Committees and 
who have no knowledge of each other and pretend they are reactionaries or 
ant being persecuted. They are probably well paid and apparently they are 
assigned to rural districts as well. All this results in an exelmnge of de- 
nmcintions. 

luroortant seciarity reports are concentrated in the regional offices. Arrest 
warrants enclosed in sealed envelopes are handed sismiltaneously to eovaral 
officials^ both civilian and uniformed, who may open the envelopes only en 
route. Various traps are set also for members of the SNB to make certain of 
their reliability. There has been a wholesale purge of the SNB, even of 
persons who have been favorably received by CcMtmist Parly cadree . and they 
are being replaced by young, slow-think5jng faratics from the working classes^ 

In the course of extensive arrests made in the Liberoc area some months ago, 
it was found that the resistance movement had killed one of their own men 
whom they had believed to be an informer » 

So)m of the trials are not even mentioned in the press® For instance., a trial 
wai 3 held at Novy Bydzov on 19 I^ay 1950, when several persons were given life 
sentences 

After 20 l%y there was a series of incidents leading to maiy arrests® An 
explosion occurred in a kiosk of the Rude Prav io.» the Communist Party official. 
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daily newspaper » A clanderftlne radio^ transmitter \ms discovered,, a borib 
eiqploded at st party secretariat in lielnik or (Jsti whore one SMB man was 
x‘aported to have been killed^ and files di sap eared from the security 
office of the Vrehlabi National Committee « Consequently, alerts were 
intensified j road crossings irere guarded bjs SMB men armed with automatic 
weapons, personal docuir;ent ciecks on trains \/ere made, and pa>ty secretexiats 
were gu;irded hy reinforced p. trols of the militia. Simultaneously a wild 
v/ave of rmors spread over tie country* There were reports of bombs being 
ttiTOwn into certain party offices and of daring exploits by parachutists like 
those bruited during the Germin occupation. As a matter of factj, whenever the 
is asked to furnish r j;lnf orced patrols to guard factories at night 
aid to be on the alert, it is told that saboteiu'-parachutists have been re- 
})orted« Factories display po iters which warn the workers of the enemy and 
remind them not to divulge fai tory affairs to their families. As a result 
some workers have become quit : nervous, a condition vrhicb be attributable 
to mberial reasons rather tht i to ideological ones« 

Otliei^wise, complete political apathy towards Communism exists. Enterprises 
are bullied from the top by a :^ew political fanatics as was the case during 
the Gerifian orotector’ate • Work3rs have noticed, however, that it is those 
fanatics who profit the most /materially and p< 5 rsonallya 

Apart from the usual administrative departifjonts, all ir/ajor industrx^l firms 
hive three ideological adn5.ni[:trative sections* cultural, security and cadres 
‘Jl’ese sections require the workers to fill om elaborate questionnaires cover- 
irig such informtioj/ as the ’h;lass affiliations” of their w^s^ brothers^ 
instors and parents j their previous and present political views, and who lx 
ineOTice in the armj:. especially with the westcirn Czechoslovak forces • Inten- 
tionally inaccurate answers result in discharge? work in the mines, or other 
ounlshment. Obviomly these sections mintain card indexes o 

Recruitment of re*'iable persons for the workers^ militia continues but vrithout 
nueh success as the workers, cJV’en the Communists, are not eager to join the 
m:llit5.a. Worker i feel a sensti of sliame at aping the actions of the %3is and 
they also fear similar future reprisals* At the same time more” penoanent factorj^ 
guards are being recruited, draining of the iiilitia is being iatonsified and 
coR'manders often haio greater powers than those of the SaIB* 


Rifles ore kept in safes in the plants* Weapons all.ocated to the Gommimist 
aecretariats uce distributed in small quantities to the most reliable Communis - 
orid are kept in their homes aider guard, which frequently consists of as mny 
as three SI® nen. tlos. of t '.e active member s of the Gommimist youth over 16 
years of age liava alsc been given pistols* 


The results of elections of workers* shop coimcils wer in accordance with the 
tAtshes of th/; secretp.'l^ts, and in many cases the chiefs of election committees 
ware given '.rclers on hw to falsify election returns. The Stalchanovi be movement 
ia very unuepular aii has achieved only disunity among the workers* Shock workers 
are usixally sel.ecte-., not because of real performnee, but because of political 
activitic3.« and this procedu:<*e is considered Try the workers to be unfair and 
oven ridiculous, 

i general attitue of the people is lilce that in existence during the 
! German occupation. There are the usual whispering cam'aigns and anti^Com- 
; runist jokes, but any people do not dare risk more than these, Seme ex- 
haustion is evidenced by both the Communists and the populace. Foreign broad- 
oastvs are listened to more generally than during the war but they are not ^en 
as se.^iously* Thf most effective broadcasts rre those containing information 
i or Cf-mments on thf people at home. Any hint of appeasement evokes a feeling 
I of d rression, ihcently attempts at appoasemcint have not been reported very 
I frequently to tie I’-elief of tho people. Litt,le is being done to popularize 
I the ‘ovncil, of F'ee Czechoslovakia, and its pi'onouncements are therefore often 
I not noticed. Tri people feel l>'at this council is composed of too many right- 
I winy who are not quite in accord with present political developments, 

I foliilcs now t.;ad toiirardb the left, and every jjarty ought to consider this problem 
\ or i-' may lose Its supporters at hoEie. 

Ins''- nous prot^iganda is also being employed in an attempt to disparage the pre- 
vrar- republic vid is proving to be |:artly succe; ssful^*?^ It i^rould therefore be 
desirable, provided that conditions within the Council of Free Czechoslovakia 
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pciisfji'xt j, to sot up 8. pfogic^iin to dscil wxtli tlixs problonio A sts,t6ir*Gnt tti© 

comieil might help to counteract this spreading dangerous psychosis o Another 
problem is the fear aroused by the return of the Germans to the border areas 
It is lively that the position of the council in this mtter may be a difficul.t 
one, but any declaration of policy to allay this fear uould definitely enhance 
\ the status of the council# 


13.1 In view of these signs of apathy and eidiaustion, it is suggested that moraia 
I be bolstered by a sijtrole and inexpensive moveiTient covering the entire country.. 

/ Some symbol like the wartiiiB for Victoiy” or the Polish "Ancor” movement 
/ might be effective. Leaflet campaigns are useless because of the widespread 
/ listening to foreign broadcasts, and any underground group that distributes such 

/ leaflets is mking a tragic nd.staliie# It would be more useful to flood the 

I country at a given moment with a good booklet of lasting \’’alue, perhaps one 

\ cortsJninp the program of the council in VJashinpton# Such a booklet would 

\ of course have to be printed abroad « 

The political parties should also greater efforts to maintain their 

organisations at home despite the fact that they may be collaborating fully 
abroad. In this way they would not only keep their ranks closed but would 
also help to mintain the spirit of democracy throughout the natioUo Communist 
propaganda touches every phase of life and by every means* ilhether the people 
want it or not, it leaves its rrarks and it cannot be counteracted by foreign 
broadcasts alone Communist propaganda works like the continuous drop of water 
that cuts rock. Iloreover, it can point to the levelling influence of Communism 
on the social structure, vfhich is particiilarly true in social and cultural 
miters. Tlierefore, the m^rth that the Corimunists hold a monopoly on soo5.al 
^ pro^^ress must be destroyed.-. 

15. Desspite the frequent trials of so-ca.l3-ed enemies of the state and an awareness 
of the brutality of the police, there is less fear among the people than 
existed during the Nazi occupation. Only a small nuniber of people have the 
character, courage and ability to risk all in active resistance. It is also 
more difficult to hide a person working underground than it was during the \^ar 
si-Hce both sides are now more heavily infiltrated. Durii^ the war the enemy 
spoke German, and all Czechs were friends. Today that difference does not 
exist and each side is infiltrated with adherents of the other o 

16. Unfortun^i-tely a Large number of people have joined the Communists for persons! 
gfi-in. i:a,ny of them try to excuse themselves befibiBnon-Conitnimistsi these persons 
are found particularly in all government and local offices. About 10 percent 

of the popul'^tion consists of ardent Coiranunists, and another 10 percent of arder^ 
non— Communists , Of the latter a small-er percentage is available for active 
resistance work. 

17. lumbers and minor officials within the Coraraunist Party are becoming aware of 
signs of a party cri-sis. Ilembers are losing their enthusiasm and becoming 
passive. There is a growing disillusionment among some of the older, idealistic 
Communists, and disappointment among those whose personal ambitions have not 
h&en satisfied. This does not represent an emergence of ”Titoism^% of which 
there are very few indications. 

IS. Lirge numbers nf arry reseirvists are being continually called up for training 
which consists, however, a'lmost entirely of political schooling. This schooling 
aecirs to be ineffective and many reservists are persecuted for non-conf ormance . 
For instance, one soldier i/as asked by the political instructor what he knew 
of President GottraM. He replied that he knew nothing because in school he 
had loari'.ed only nbout Presidents liasaryk and Benes. There was no immediate 
reaction but in the evening his locker was searched, and when photographs cf 
President Benes ami I'asaryk were found among his belongings, he vias court- 
irartialled and sentenced to eight months of rigorous imprisonment. This 
sentence was not nublished In the order of the day , Another soldier spoke 
(sic) to his cornTrander, a staff captain one day? and the next day he was 
escorting this officer under strong guard to the prison. Political card 
indexes are also kept bySio any.. As a result of purges, the officer class 
is being replenished with inexperienced youths who are loyal to the party.» 
Lieutenants are 19 yaars old, staff captains 26 


19 . 


There have been reports from Moravia of regular military alerts and of con- 
struction 
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2Ca Tm ari '^7 is uninterruptedly correcting, improving and modifying the procedure 
for calling reservists, tihe latest version includes a railroad tickets 
.reparations are belnr completed for complete mobilization even to the extent 
of cojia'andeering large hotels and sanatoria for military hospitals and requir- 
5.ng Biedlcal personnel to agree to perform extra medical duties Extraordiiiary 
security? measures in case of mobilization have already been dravm up and sent 
to the regional adiolnistrations. These measures include large-scale arrests 
25X1 and | [ executions to break the spirit of the resistanceo 

2.1., Tne T-^iore intelligent Slovalcs and Czechs in the arr^ are gradmlly reaching a 
rapport again. One reason for this is the firm anti-Communist line i^aken by 
the Czech bishops Today the church is the only body that has succseeded in 
keeping up overt resistance, and tie attitude of the clergy is often quite 
remir^kable <, iriosts find vrays to impart messages frora the pulpit even in the 
presence of Communist observers and to belittle instructions issued by the 
Gomroijmist action committees. Normal church processions are forbidden on the 
grou^id that priests have no positive attitude towards popular democracy and^, 
therefore, they cannot ’assure order and calm.- 

22. The natioml Sokol movement is ^doi^ing dyings The old anti-Communiet merabars 
are passive since the government has taken over Sokol and they protest only 
by {staying away from meetings. 

23 The resistance of the farming population to the cooperative f arras is great 
sinco the farmers are aware tMt the cooperatives are an intermediate means 
of collectivization and the last step leading to the KoUchozes. There are six 
types of collective farms, the last one being the Kolldioz*, Resistance of the 
farinars is so fim that in the Jicin region, for example, farmers did their 
plowing by harnessing their cot;^s bo the plows rather than by using the tractors 
from the mchine cooperatives. Tlie SNB intervened by forcibly detaching the 
cows from the plows. Othan than this type of protest the farming element has 
not 1>een able to rise to any organized, high-level resistance movement c Acts 
of real resistance have so far been under talcen by the supporters of the Populists 
(the Catholic Party) and of the National Socialists (Czech Socialist or Pones ^ 
party) and to a lesser degree by the Social Democrats. There is sctircely any 
tr^ace of the agrarian or tradesmen jroveTiients* 

24. In the region of the Jachymov uranltmi mines, the free workers, in contrast to 
ecnvlct labor, have too much money. This they spend on drinks gambling and 
genaral dissipation which result in chaos in the work shifts. 


I pi‘opaganda takes the follox^ring form? "Nbat is the use of 

sil the goods you want on display in shopwlndows if you cannot buy them 
2 oa 1 you are uriemployod, loft to starve at the slightest whim of the capitalist 

owners of the facto3:'ies? Ne, the Gomniunist governraent, have banned this specter 
from your' minds.’’ Ilany xjorkers who lived through the years of depression before 
25X1 easily influenced by such arguments. 

of the principal reasons for the rift between Czechs and 
“ Sloviks since the Go!nir.unist coup is that the Slovalcs are predominantly anti* 

\ Social! t as \\?ell as anti-Cornrmnist and they have, somewhat unfairly', blamed 

I the Czechs for* playing into the hands of the Communists. Nevertheless the 
25X1 also very devoted Catholics, and the anti-Coffimunist leadership of 

J the Czech bishops is obviously bringing the two sections of the coimti^y closer 
1 together. O ther reports of a rapprochement have been received fromi I 

25Xl1 I I different areas. 
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